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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims (1 ,7-8, 10,and 13-14) rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Robbins, US 2002/0029386. 

Regarding claim 1 , Robbins discloses a method of automatic control of operation 
of a digital television decoder comprising switching-on the digital television decoder 
(See [0051]-[0058], wherein switching-on is an inherent function of automatically 
recording); switching the digital television decoder to an active mode when a program 
on the list of programs is currently available; and switching the digital television decoder 
to a sleep mode when no program located on the list of programs is currently available. 
(See [0061]-[0062], in which the receiver may remain in sleep mode until a 
predetermined ID code is detected, wherein the receiver tunes to the data stream 
carrying the predetermined ID code and is automatically changed to a fully operational 
mode). 
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Regarding claim 7, the method of automatic control of operation of the digital 
television decoder according to claim 1 , further comprising generating an information 
signal when a new program on the list of programs starts. 

Robbins discloses of an automatic reminder system that will detect, extract, and 
store an ID code that is broadcast with the program that is currently playing, wherein the 
ID code corresponds to the program that is broadcast. (See [0042]) Furthermore, 
Robbins further discloses that after activating the automatic reminder system, when the 
program is broadcast, an ID code transmitted with the broadcast is detected which may. 
sound an alert. (See [0042]). 

Regarding claim 8, the method of automatic control of operation of the digital 
television decoder according to claim 7, wherein the information signal is a specific 
sound or a verbal announcement. 

See claim 7. 

Regarding claim 10, the method of automatic control of operation of the digital 
television decoder according to claim 1 , wherein when the decoder is in the sleep mode, 
no program may be watched. 

Robbins explicitly states that with a receiver operating in a sleep mode, the 
receiver may be dormant, i.e. not playing the data from the received data streams for a 
user, until a predetermined ID code is detected (See [0062]). The receiver may also 
remain in sleep mode until the user changes the mode to operational. 
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Regarding claim 13, the method of automatic control of operation of the digital 
television decoder according to claim 10, wherein when the decoder is in the sleep 
mode and a new program from the list is to be broadcasted, an information about the 
program is displayed in a specific time prior to the beginning of the program. 

Robbins discloses that the system may display a message on the television 
system when the program time arrives. Since the system can compile information into a 
database upon detection of the ID code, the message displayed can display information 
pertinent to the program. (See [0038]). Furthermore, Robbins indicates that an 
automatic reminder system could detect and store an ID code that will automatically 
tune the receiver to a specific data streams at a specific time. (See [0040]). 

Regarding claim 14, the method of automatic control of operation of the digital 
television decoder according to claim 13, wherein when the information related to a 
program is displayed, the user has a possibility of canceling watching the program, 
which results in not switching to the active mode when the program starts. 

Robbins discloses of a deactivation system that would prevent the receiver from 
automatically tuning to a data stream upon detection of an ID code. The system may 
also have a universal deactivation for all ID codes or for specific ID codes. (See [0173]). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims (2-6,9,and 11-12) rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Robbins, US 2002/0029386 in view of Ellis et al, US 2003/0020744. 

Regarding claim 2, Robbin fails to teach the method of automatic control of 
operation of the digital television decoder, wherein the list of programs is created by a 
user. 

Ellis clearly illustrates that a user may create a list of programs through the use 
of expressions (See [0009]). Therefore, the combination of the teachings of Robbins 
and Ellis would have rendered the above claim obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 



Regarding claim 3, Robbins fails to teach the method of automatic control of 
operation of the digital television decoder, wherein the list of programs is associated 

with a specific topic. 

Ellis clearly states that the user may construct Boolean expression by selecting 
criteria such as attribute types, attributes, logical operators, and sorting criteria and 
further gives an example of such an expression. (See [0078]-[0080]). Therefore, the 
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combination of the teachings of Robbins and Ellis would have rendered the above claim 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Regarding claim 4, Robbins fails to teach the method of automatic control of 
operation of the digital television decoder, wherein the list of programs is created by a 

well-known person. 

Ellis uses the actor Bruce Willis as an example of an expression created by a 
user. (See [0079]). Therefore, the combination of the teachings of Robbins and Ellis 
would have rendered the above claim obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Regarding claim 5, Robbins fails to teach the method of automatic control of 
operation of the digital television decoder, wherein the list of programs is created by an 

operator and chosen by a user. 

There is nothing to prevent a user from being an operator or an operator from 
being a user. Therefore, in the example Ellis illustrates in [0078]-[0080] the user may 
also be the operator. 

Regarding claim 6, Robbins fails to teach the method of automatic control of 
operation of the digital television decoder; wherein the list of programs set by the 
operator is subject list or associated with names of well-known people. 

See claim 5. Furthermore, the example Ellis illustrates in [0078]-[0080] indicates 
an expression for all action programs that have the actor Bruce Willis. Therefore, the 



Application/Control Number: 10/759,574 Pa § e 7 

Art Unit: 4157 

combination of the teachings of Robbins and Ellis would have rendered the above claim 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Regarding claim 9, Robbins fails to teach the method of automatic control of 
operation of the digital television decoder, wherein when the decoder is in the active 
mode, the user may only watch programs that are available on the list. 

Ellis teaches of a parental blocking system in which one could block a user from 
watching programs of a certain criteria. (See [0105] - [0106]). These Programs would 
be 'locked' and only programs listed without the 'lock' tag could be viewed. Therefore, 
the combination of the teachings of Robbins and Ellis would have rendered the above 
claim obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Robbins fails to teach the method of automatic control of 
operation of the digital television decoder, wherein when the decoder is in the sleep 
mode and the user requests to watch a program, information about the next available 

program is displayed. 

See claim 10. Furthermore, Ellis discloses a system in which in the process of 
requesting to watch a program, which could be via the guide display, information such 
as channel and time about the next available program may be displayed. (See Fig. 7). 
Therefore, the combination of the teachings of Robbins and Ellis would have rendered 
the above claim obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 
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Regarding claim 12, Robbins fails to teach the method of automatic control of 
operation of the digital television decoder, wherein when the decoder is in the active 
mode and a new program on the list becomes available, an audio and/or a video 

information is generated. 

See claims 7 and 9. The combination of the teachings of Robbins and Ellis would 
have rendered the above claim obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Contact 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ricky Chin whose telephone number is 571-270-3753. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vu Le can be reached on 571-272-7332. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



Application/Control Number: 10/759,574 
Art Unit: 4157 



Ricky Chin 

Patent Examiner 

AU4157 

(571)270-3753 

Ricky.Chin@uspto.gov 




